Gold Mines Bill.

Mr. VOSPER: There had been a ruch
at Broad Arrow, which was the only chance
the people there had of recovering them-
gelves for a number of years, but the
police had been ordered to prevent the
cutting of the timber on the reserves,
which might spoil this chance which the
people of Broad Arrow now had.

Mr, LEAKE: Wag the Minister ready
to make any alteration as to timber leages
in the clause?

Tue Mmvister oF Mines: The Commit-
tee decided last night that miners should
go on Crown lands and cut timber.

Mr. LEAKE: We decided that & miner
should go on a timber lease. He was
only reminding the Minister of what had
been done.

Tee MINISTER OF MINES: An
amendment might be moved to meet the
point raired ; but, on the other hand, the
Government might reserve leases for
timber being cut under the Bill. When
gold came to be found near timber leasges,
it vould be provided for.

Mr. LEAKE asked, in reference to the
last paragraph of the clause, why the
limitation of a residence area should not
still be a quarter of an acre.

Tae MINISTER OF MINES: There
was no reason why the limitation should
not remain a quarter of an ncre, but the
clause was taken almost verbatize from
the Victorian Act, in which that limita-
tion did not appear. The Mining Cowm-
mission distinctly asked Parliament to
follow the Victorian Act on this question.

Mr. GREGORY moved, as an amend-
ment, that in line 3, after the words
“Crown lands,” the words “not exceeding
an area of a quarter of an acre” be in-
serted.

Put and passed.

The MINISTER OF MINES moved, as
a further amendment, that the words “by
such regulations,” at the end of the
clause, be struck out as unnecessary.

Put and passed, and the clause, as
amended, agreed fo.

On the motion of MR. KENNY, progress

was reported, and leave given to sit
again.
ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjowrned at 10.35 p.m

until the next Tuesday.
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Legislutibe douncil,
Puesday, 20th September, 1898.

Papers presented—Question: Roebourne Mines
and Balle Balla Road—Question : Delay in
Producing Return—Question: Coolgardie
Water Scheme and Riparian Rights at
Helena Dem—Motion : Official Receiver in
Bankruptcy ; Papers presented ; joint Com-
mittee of Inquiry—Wines, Beer, and Spirit
Sale Amendment Bill ; third reading {de-
bate) ; Division—Immigration Restriction
Act Amendment Bill, third reading—
Imported Labour Registry Act Amendment
Bil? third reading—Heappropriation of
Loan Moneys Bill, second reading — Ad-
journment.

Tre PRESIDENT took the chair at
4.30 o'clock, p.m.

PravERs,

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the CorowiaL Seoretary: By-laws
of municipal councils of Perth and Cool-
gardie. - Cash receipts by the Govern-
ment, 1897-8, as ordered on motion of
Hon. F. M. Stone.

QUESTION : ROEBOURNE MINES AND
BALLA BALLA ROAD.

Howv. J. E. RICHARDSON, without
notice, and by leave, asked the Colonial
Secretary, whether his attention had been
drawn to a telegram which appeared in
the Press in respect to the Balla Balla
road, as follows: —

Mr. C. H. Powell, manager of the Big mine
at Whim Creek, writes to “Northern Publie
Opinion,” stating that he intends shipping
2,000 tons of copper ore from Balla Balle as
soon as the road is placed in proper condition.
At present only light vehicles can pass over
it, and then only at low tide. The delay
which has occurred in re-forming this road
has seriously hampered the trade at Balla Balla
and the development of the surrounding copper
mining district.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hom.
G. Randell) =zid he would bring the mat-
ter under the notice of the Director of
Public Works, with a view to an answer
being supplied to the question.

QUESTION: DELAY IN PRODUCING RE-
TURN.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE, without notice,
and by leave, asked the Colonial Secre-
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tary when he might expect the return :
with reference tothe expenditure, und the
gold return, in the Murchison and Cool-
gardie goldfields. The return was pro-
mised on the 17th August, and he wished
to know whether it wae the intention to
allow the House to see this return before |
the Reappropriation Bill was passed. Tt
seemed there was some intention of letting
the House see the papers after the Reap-
propriation Bill had been dealt with.
Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell} said there was no intention
to withhold the information until after
the passing of the Reappropriation Bill.
Notice had been sent to the various de-
partments in regard to this return, but
it was one which required a great deal of
clerical work and research. It would be
laid on the table as soon as received.
Hox. F. WHITCOMBE : After the Re-
appropriation Act was passed.

QUESTION : COOLGARDIE WATEN
SCHEME, AND RIPARIAN RIGHITS
AT HELENA DAM.

Hox. F. M. STONE asked the Colonial
Secretary—1, Whether the riparian owners
of the land on the Helena, below the pro-
posed dam at Mundaring, bave consented
to the erection of such dam. 2, Whether
any communications have passed between
the Government and such riparian owners ;
and if so, what. 3, Whether the Govern-
ment have received notice that an injunc-
tion will be applied for by one James Mor-
rison, of Guildford, to restrain the Govern-
ment from interfering with his riparian
rights, extending for about nine miles be-
low the proposed dam. 4, If so, what
action the Government intend to take in
the matter. 5, Whether the Government
have made any arrangement to preserve
to such riparian owners the same supply
of water which they have hitherto de-
rived from the river Helena.

Tueg COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Randell) replied: —1, No. 2 and 3,
Yes: a letter dated lst September, 1898,
has been received from Messrs. Parker
and Parker, solicitors, Perth. 4 and 35,
Both matters are under consideration.

MOTION: OFFICIAL RECEIVER AND
PROPOSED COMMIITEE OF INQUIRY.

MOTION FOR PAPERH.
Hox. A. G. JENKINS moved that the
report of the Auditor General and all
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papers in connection with the accounts of
the senior Official Receiver in Bankruptey
be laid on the table of the House.

Hox, R. S. HAYNES seconded the
motion.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE : Having regard
to the serious nature of the report, and
the rumours that were current as to the
management by the senior Qfficial Receiver
of the business of the Bankruptey Court
he nioved, ae an amendment, that the fol
lowing words be added to the motion:—
“That, in the opinion of this Couneil, it is
advisable that the senior Official Receivel
should be suspended from his office,
pending the return of the report.” See
ing that the Official Receiver had now
under his control a matter of some £5,00(
or £6,000 belonging to creditors of vari
ous estates, that there were matters whicl
had not been realised, and that until ¢
report had been sent in and action taker
the sepior Official Receiver would have
absolute control of these estates for gooc
or ill, he (Mr. Whitcombe) thought tha
the senior Official Receiver should be sus
pended from his office until the repor
was gent in. If the report proved to by
in his favour, no harm would have beer
done, and he could be re-instated, but ¥
the report were against him, then actior
could be taken. As far as public rumouw
went, and the opinion of those dealing
with estates was concerned, it seemec
apparent that estates might be wasted ir
the meantime ; and it was thought, at an)
rate, that the management of the estate:
should be put out of the power of th
senior Official Receiver.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: The amendment
ought to be withdrawn, because if the con
duet of the senior Official Receiver was t
come before the consideration of a Seles!
Committee composed of members of botl
Houses, there would be a full inquiry inte
his conduct. It was not right that the
House chould cast any suspicion on a pub
lic officer that he was not doing everything
he could do, or that he was committing
any breach of instructions. If that were
so, the Government should long agohav
suepended this official from his position
The question at issue was whether the
senior Official Receiver had the right t«
make certain charges in connection witl
certain estates; and from what he {(Mr
Haynes) had heard, the senior Official Re
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ceiver had a legal right to make these
charges. I he had a legal right, then no
one should complain. The members of
the legal profession thought the senior
Official Receiver should not be able to
make any charges for his own personal
benefit ; but if the semior Official Re-
ceiver had the right to make these charges,
he would be doing no more than anybody
else would do, and was simply doing what
any other person would do in similar cir-
cumstances. He
wigh it to be said that he was the cham-
pion of the genior Official Receiver. That
official had unpleasant duties to perform
towards any persons, and there were
two ways of performing unpleasant duties.
A person might act in a pleasant or in
a brusque way. He (Mr. Haynes) would
not say how the senior Official Receiver
performed his duties, but people held the
upinion that he performed hig duties in a
rather brusque way. We should not be led
tn interfere with a public official because
there was a certain amount of clamour
agninst him. If we interfered with a pub-
lic official now, it would only be the begin-
ning of the end, and other public officers
wight be interfered with afterwards. When
the subject came before the Joint Select
Committee, we could probe it to the bot-
tom. He did not know of any suggestion
of improper conduct on the part of the
senior Official Receiver. The Auditor
General had informed him (Mr. Haynes)
privately that there was no suggestion of
anything improper against this officer.
The official might have exceeded bis office,
but his honesty had not been impugned.
The suspension of an official for anything
less than dishonesty should not be done,
but the whole matter could be looked
into by the Select Commiitee.

Hox. F. M. STONE: The smendment
was not desirable, for if the accounts of
the semior Official Receiver were to be
laid on the table, how could this House,
without first seeing these accounts, decide
to suspend the officer? As there was to
be a public inquiry before a Committee
of both Houses, we should be prejudicing
this officer’s position, to a certain extent.
by passing the amendment.

Hoxn. R. 8. Hayses: There was no
charge against the genior Official Re-
ceiver.

(Mr. Haynes} did not |
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Hox. F. M. STONE: Being in entire
ignorance as to whether there were
charges or not, it would not be wise to pass
such a drastic smendment. On recon-
sideration, Mr, Whitcombe might see it
was advisable to withdraw the amend.
ment, and the House could appoint a
Committee to go into the whole question
with a free hand.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY said
he heartily endorsed what had fallen
from Mr. Stone and Mr. Haynes. It
could not be considered any duty of the
Government to take the step which Mr.
Whitcombe proposed ; and he hoped the
House would not consent to the amend-
ment, as it really meant prejudicing the
case. It was also interfering with the
duties of the Government, because if
there were reasons for the suspension of
the senior Official Receiver, the Govern-
mient would have performed their duty. It
would not be to the eredit of the House
to pass such an amendment. He was

. prepared to lay the papers on the table

", hon. members.

this afternoon, for the information of
There might be some
disappointment in regard to these
papers, as they were rather departmental
and there was n record of the controversy
between the Official Receiver and the
Auditor-General. If the Official Receiver
had been deserving of suspension, the
Government should have suspended him.
This afterncon there might be a message
received from another place, asking that
certain members should act on a Joint
Committee in regard to the accounts
of the genior Official Receiver : and hon.
members should wait until that message
was received. He hoped the amendment
would be withdrawn.

Hoy. F. WHITCOMBE (in reply):
The House seemed to be entirely in the
hands of the Government, or were will-
iny to be told that it was not part of
their duty to supgest their opinion as to
what ought to be dome.  Hon. members
were to be led like sheep, and asked to
appoint members to inquire into this
matter ; and, because a Committee had
to be appointed, hon. members were not
t6 express their opinions as to whether
this officer should be suspended or not.
Tt might be presumed that no Com-
mittee would be asked for, if there was
no ground for supposing mismanage
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ment. In private affairs, a clerk would
be suspended, under the circumstances.

Hox. R. S. Havnes: The hon. member
would convict & man before inquiry.

Hox. ¥. WHITCOMBE: Matters for
consideration were pending  which
made jt undesirable that this officer
should remain in charge. He was willing,
however, if hon. members desired, to sub-
mit. to the will of the Government.

Hox. R. S. HAYNES: If it were the
derire of Mr. Whitcombe to withdraw his
smendment, he certainly ought not to
allege that hon. members were being led
litie sheep.

Hox F. WhrrcouBe: It looked very
like that.

Hox. R. S. HAYNES: If such was the
feeling of Mr, Whitcombe, the question
ought certainly go to & vote,

Hox. F. WarrcouBe: It was no use
wasting time, because hon. members were
following the Colonial Secretary.

How. R. 8. HAYNES: If permission to
withdraw was not asked for in a respect-
ful manner, the question ought certainly
to go to a vote.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Motion put and passed.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY, having
presented the papers referred to in the
foregoing muotion, said the papers would
remain on the table for o fortnight. The
papers were a report of the department,
and he desired to have them back again,

Hox. A. G. JENKINS agked whether he
wus not in order in moving that the papers
be printed

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
brn. member had better read them first,
and give notice of motion if necessary.

JOINT COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY,

A mesage was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, requesting the concur-
rence of the Council in appointing a Joint
Select Committee for inquiry into the af-
fairs of the Official Receiver in Bank-
ruptey.

On the motion of the Hox. A. G.
Jexkins, the Council resolved inte Com-
mittee of the whole, to consider the mess-
age.

IN COMMITTEE,
The followine members wére appointed
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" attendance was rather thin.

Wines, Beer, efc., Bill:

T. Crowder, Hon. C. E. Dempster, Hon.
W. T. Loton, Hon. A. P. Matheson, and
the mover, Hon. A. G. Jenkins.

WINES, BEER, AND BSPIRIT SALLE
AMENDMENT BILL.
THIRD READING,

Hox. F. M. STONE moved that the Bill
be read a third time,

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY said he
did not intend to move that the Bill be
read this day six months, but he certainly
intended to divide the House on the ques-
tion as to whether the Bill should be read
a third time. He did this simply as a re-
cord of his protest against the way in
which amendments on the measure had
been introduced.

Hox. C. A. PIESSE opposed the third
reading, as the Bill in its present form had
been sprung on the country, and invelved
a very serious alteration in the law.

Hox, W. T. LOTON : The measure was
fairly well discussed when before the
Hoeuse ; but when a division was taken on
tha main amendments, he must say the
For the rea-
sons stated by the Colonial Secretary and
Mr. Piesse, he would record his vote agninst
the third reading. The amendments made
had not been nsked for, so far as he was
aware, in amy particular part of the
colony, and it was no doubt an important
alteration of the law to open public-houses
on a Sunday. So far as he knew, it had
never heen asked for by the licensed
victuallers in any number ; and, at any
rate, it had not been agked for by the
people generally.

Hox, H. G. PARSONS: In the interests
of public morality, and to do away with
the organised hypocrisy and with the
blackmail that went on amongst the
police force and other persons in connec-
tion with licensed houses, he strongly sup-
parted the third reading of the Bill. It
had been found necessary in old-fashioned
countries like England to allow drinking
on Sundays with moderation; in short,
to allow the ordinary persons the same
rights which every decent member of
society had at his club, and to recognise
the fact that a man required drink as
much on Sunday as on any other day. He
supported the Bill because it would do
away with. an abortive law, which could

to the Joint Select Committee :-——Hon. F. | not be and was not enforced, and indeed
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was openly flouted on the goldfields.
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To ' members would deliberately throw out a

bring one law into contempt was to bring | Bill which contained a very necessary pro-

the law into contempt in other directions ;
and the proper thing in the present case
seemed to be to allow Sunday dnnklng
within moderate hours.
public-houses within moderate hours on
Sunday simply meant that people would
have beer for their dinners, which was
far better than taking tea, as the Austra-
linn habit was. Indeed, from this point
of view, he thought Sunday drinking
ought to be encouraged. Surreptitious
drinking led to excess, and hon. members,
as men of the world, must recognise that
it would be far better to set apart certain
hours on the Sunday for legal sale, and
thus initiate n reasonable law which
ghould be, and could be, enforced. It was
in the interests of temperance and mora-
lity he supported the measure.

Hox. D. K. CONGDON : The more re-
strictions put around the liquor traffic,
the more were the temptations to go in
and get liquor surreptitiously; and for
this reason he supported the third read-
ing of the Bill.

Hox. 8. J. HAYNES supported the
third reading, on the ground that at the
present time the law was generally broken,
and he would rather see drinking on Sun-
day legalised, so that when persons re-
quired drink they could obtain it. If
hotels were open on Sunday it would mini-
mige drinking, because & man would know
that he eould get a drink. Persons liked
a drink on a Sunday now simply because
they were prevented by law from petting
it. There was no need for the law to he
broken in the future if hotels were open
during certain hours on Sunday, and it
would mean less drinking. If public
houses were allowed to be open from 9
o'clock in the morning until 7 o’clock in
the evening there would be less drinking,
and if a publican did not then abide by
the law he should be dealt with in the
most rigid manner,

Hox. F. M. STONE: It was a surprise
to him that those members who were
against Sunday trading should vote
against the Bill. . In the Bill there was a
three mile limit for a traveller, and a
man on a Sunday only had to pay 34.
and go to South Perth to obtain a drink,
or he could go to Victoria Park or Leeder-
ville.

In voting against Sunday trading -

| vieion. He hoped the third reading would

be carried.
Tre PRESIDENT: Before the motion

This opening of | was put, he reserved to himself the right

he possessed, along with any other mem-
ber, of addressing the House, and he might
state that he was totally opposed to the
Bill. This was very retrogressive legisla-
tion on the part of this House. His rea-
son for opposing the measure was that the
Bill came to the House asking for a simple
amendment to the Wines, Beer, and Spirit
Sale Amendment Act. Adventage was
taken, and he said this advisedly, to pro-
pose an amendment. It had been stated
by some hon. members that there had
been no agitation whatever in reference
to the opening of hotels on Sundays ; yet
advantage had been taken, while the Bill
was before us, to spring, as he said ad-
visedly, an amendment on the Housze “o
legalige the opening of hotels on Sunday.
He could speak with some little author-
ity on this matter, because he was one
of those appointed on the Committee zome
time ago which drafted the original Biil,
and which had to do with the closing of
public-houses on Sunday. When the Com-
mittee met for the purpose of drafting the
ariginal Bill, the publicans themselves in
those days advocated a clause being placed
in the hLcensing law for closing puwiic-
houses on Sunday. The publicans said
they demanded the right to have a holi-
day on one day of the week, the same as
the general public had. On the strong
recommendation of the publicans, that
provision was placed in the Bill, and it
was passed into law. This House was
scarcely considering the great responsibil-
ity it was taking upon itself as a delibera-
tive assembly, in dealing with the present
amendment Bill ; for when the Bill came
from another place, the popular Assembly,
it was simply for the amendment of the
Wines, Beer, and Spirit Sale Act Amend-
ment Act, and it was not wise for the
Council to import into this Bill an im-
portant amendment of this kind.

Question—that the Bill be read a
third time—put, snd a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes ... 10
Noes .. . b

Majority for . 5
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Noes.

Hon. W. T. Loton
Hon. A. P. Mathesor
Hon. 1), McKay
Hon. C. A. Piesse
Hon. G. Randell
{Teller)

Ayes.
Hon. L. K. Congdon
Hon. F. T Crowder
Hon. B. 8. Haynes
Hon. 8. J. Haynes
Hon. A. (3. Jenking
Hon. A. B. Kidson
Hon. H. G. Parsons
Hon. J. E. Richardson
Hon. F. Whitcombe
Hon. F. M. Stone
(Teller)

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time, and returned to
the Legislative Assembly as amended.

IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL..
Read o third time on the motion of
the Hox. F. M. Stoxg, and transmitted co
the Legislative Assembly.

IMPORTED LABOUR REGISTRY ACT
AMENDMENT BILL.
Read a third time, on the motion of the
Hox. F. M. StonE, and fransmitted to the
Legislative Assembly.

REAPPROPRIATION OF LOAN MONEYS
BILL.

SECOND READING.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY (Houo.
G. Randell): i rising to move the second
reading of thia Bill, I desire to say that I
leave it t¢ hon. members to say, when
I sit down, whether they will go on with
the second reading debate to-night or ad-
journ it until some other occasion. I
would like to refer shortly to several facts
which may have some influence in cavsing
hon. members to more readily agree to the
Bill. I would like to mention the export
of gold from the colony. During the first
eight months of the year nearly 23 millions
worth of gold have been exported. The
exact figures are £2,420,865. That is the
output of gold, which hon. members mu.t
admit has been most satisfactory to the
colony, for the first eight months of the
year; it is within very little of what we
exported during the whole of last vear.
Up to the present time there ha:z heen
something like 8 or 9 million pounds
worth of gold exported from this colony,
the greater part of which has been ex-
ported during the last 20 months, which
shows what great progress has been made,
and how the colony is expanding in every
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way. In the present position of affairs 1t
is highly satisfactory to find that the gold
industry is being developed in the way it
is, and we hear continually that additional
discoveries are being made by prospectors.
1 was informed the other day—and I no-
tice that it has since been put in the
newspapers—that a dividend of about a
quarter of a million of money was about
to be declared by the Lake View Consols
mine, This mine has already declared & -
large dividend, and is about to declare
apother dividend before the end of the
year.

How. F. T. Crowpen: Most of it goes to
England.

Tue COLONTAL SECRETARY: No; I
asked a question about that the other
day of a person who is interested in the
goldfields, and he told me that a great
number of the shares in the mine are held
in this colony.

Hox. H. G. Parsowns: But not enough.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY : |}
quite admit that; I wish all the shares
were held in this colony. But there
is one thing which this Bill will do; it
will increase the confidence of the inves
tors in England.

Hox. F. Wurrconse: One swallow does
not make & swnmer.

Tae COLUNIAL SECRETARY: The
hen. member should not try to depreci-
ate this colony. We have enough of
those who are pessimistic without having
members of the Legislative Council to
join with themn. Members should take
an optimistic view of the country, because
they have great influence amongat other
people. 1| may say that the facts that
I have referred to are pleasing to us.
There ie an increase in the settlement in
this country which is quite ag interesting
and encouraging as the output of gold.
We find that men come here from other
parts of the world and are willing to take
up our land as agriculturists or horticul-
turigts, and we ought to welcome them.
There is a good sign that this seagon will
be & splendid one. I hope we shall soon
be in & position to supply all the bread-
stuffs for our people.

Hox. F. T. Crowper: How will you
make up the loss of revenue then?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: T am
quite certain the public of thiz colony
will be quite willing to make up the re-
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venue in another direction if they get
cheap food.

Hox. A. P, MareESON :
cheap food.

Tur COLONIAL SECRETARY : If we
in¢rease our production we must get cheap
food. We are, generally speaking, hav-
ing & good season for the pastoralists.
There are ooly one or two districts—the
Upper Murchison and Upper Gascoyne—
which have not participated in the gene-
ral roins which have fallen. There are
other evidences of the progress of the
colony, and of our sound posttion financi-
ally, although at the present time-there
ie & little quietness, as it 15 called, in busi-
ness, that may be accounted for in a
hundred different ways by a bhundred dif-
ferent persons. Persons may account
for it in many ways. Mr. Parsons the
other day said that we should lift the de-
pression. off the country if we gave the
people free galvanised iron and free land.

Hox. H. G. Parsoxs: We would do it
if we gave them land and iron free.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: If 1
were to ask hon. members what would al-
leviate the depression, I should get as
wmany different answers as there are mem-
bers in the House. It is impossible for
any person to put a finger on any parti-
cular thing and say that would expedite
fully the prosperity or adversity of a
country. The other day I took a drive
arcund Cottesloe, and it was a revelation
to me, and it showed me that people gen-
erally, or a large number of them, have
full confidence in the future prosperity
of this country. T find there are houses
there—one could almost call them man-
sions——springing up in Cottesloe. I could
not help saying to myself, “This is an
indication of the confidence people have
in this country by building permanent
dwellings here.”

Hox. F. T. Crowpsr: Do you know
how many houses there nre to let now?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: T be-
lieve, in most cases, people are erecfing
the buildings themselves in such places
as Cottesloe. Although there are some
empty houses in Perth, I have ho doubt
they will be filled by and by.  The hon.
member iz too much inclined to look on
the dark side.  Building has been geing
on to a large extent here, until at the pre-
sent time there are some empty housss

Igear, hear,
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in Perth. I may say that Cottesloe is
nct the anly place where people are luy-
ing out their money, and exhibiting their
confidence in this country. 1 am nat
well acquainted with the goldfields, and
I cannot say what is going on there, Lut
I see occasional photographs of substay-
tial buildings in the goldmining centr:y,
which showe me that people have conn-
dence in those goldmining centres.

Hox. F. WwTcoMBE : Government
buildings on the Cue-Mullewa line, for in-
stance.

Tug COLONIAL SECRETARY : The
people who are erecting buildings have
the confidence of the couniry at heart,
and it behoves us to do all that we can
for the advancement of this country.
This Bill proposes io reappropriate
moneys for works which are urgently
needed. Most of these worke are in hand
at the present moment, and I do trust
hon. members will give the Bill their sym-
pathetic consideration, and support the
Government in doing that which ap-
parently is the only methed of meeting
the present circumstances of the country.
I hove the Council wili cheerfully afford
the Government the necessary authority
to carry these works out. In the first
schedule hon. members will notice it is
proposed to take £100,000 from the
items there shown—water supply for
towns, Fremantle dock and slip, barges
and dredges, and Gernldton-Murchison
goldfields railway. This last item is
taken from the Loan Act, 1896, or what
is generally known as the loan for general
purposes. It is proposed to take
£25,000 from the amount now available
in the vote for water supply for towns.
There are some obligations to be met
out of this vote, but T believe there will
be sufficient left to meet the reappropria-
tion of this £25,000. Then it is pro-
posed to transfer £25,000 from the Fre-
mantle dock and slip vote.  The balance
available on the 30th June was £56,710.
Thie work is required, and those inter-
ested in the creation of an excellent port
and commodious dock at Fremantle,
with all the accommodation for shipping,
will no doubt regret that it is necessary
to reappropriate portion of thiz mouey,
but members may rest assured that the
work at Fremantle will not suffer ulti-
mately. We are not in a position just
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now to construct the whole of these har-
bour works, and the place is not
advanced sufficiently to construct a dock
there. A slip is being constructed which
will take a vessel of considerable size,
and this will be a good addition to the
accommodation at Fremantle, and by and
by the dock will, no doubt, be con-
structed. It will be necessary in the
completion of a work of this kind to con-
struct this dock, and it will be undertaken
in the-future.  The Fremantle harbour
works are a credit te the colony, and they
are creditable to the engineers who have
constructed theém, and to the members of
this Houge and membere in another place
who agreed to vote the .necessary money
for the construction of these works This
harbour in the future must be a great
benefit to the whole of the colony.

How. F. T. CrowpEr : It is silting up.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
next item on the schedule is barges and
dredges. It is proposed to take from
this vote £25,000. The balance avail-
able on the 30tk June from this vote was
£107,404. With regard to this balance
there are some very large liabilities, be-
cause there are barges and dredges on
their way to this colony, or which are
expected to be on their way out ghortly,
to contipue the work which has been
begun so well at Fremantle, and to carry
out works along other parts of the coast.

Hox. F. Wamircoung : What other works
are there? Bunbury, I suppose.

Tne COLONIAL SECRETARY : Then
there is an item—Geraldton to Murchi-
son Goldfields Railway, £15,000. This
is an amount which has not been ex-
pended out of the wvote for this
line, and it is to be expended in
the district and for the benefit of
those goldfields, or in some other local
way. The details of the proposed ex-
penditure under the second schedule are
ar follow : —Erection of public batteries,
£40,000. There has already been ex-
pended, durine July and August, £5,380.
Then there is item No. 2, £18,000 for
the eastern goldfields. * There has alrendy
been expended during July snd August
£4,943. Qut of item 3, £15,000 for the
Murchison and Peak Hill goldfields, there
has already been expended £140. Then
there is the item for the public batteries,
and T may say positions may be indicated
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by bon. members where they think bat-
teries should be placed. Not much has
been spent out of this amount. Several
of these works mentioned in the Bill,
a8 hon. members know, have been car-
ried out from revenue. I urged this
very strongly when I had the honour to
represent a constituency in another place.
I knew we could not go very far wrong
if 'we constructed public works out of
revenue, and that it would be a safe
course to ndopt, nand that course has
been followed to a large extent, to which
I gave ny hearty sanction and a»»roval
It works are constructed out of revenue
the Government have not to find money
by and by to pay the loans off, and we
have not to spend money in payment of
interest. In addition, it is a wholesome
restraint on people and the Government,
if they have to find the money at once.
In private life if & man has not the money
he hesitates before he will incur a debt,
and probably he will do without incur-
ring that debt. If he has the money he
may expend it for his convenience, and
there is no reason why he should not
indulge in any purchnse he desires. That
principle applies to the Government as
much as it does to a private individual
in regard to finance. In the present
state of the colony it is impossible to
provide for the works and carry them on,
therefore no other course is open to the
Government, and it has been admitted
by members in ancther place that this is
the only course for the Government to
take. To go to the London market now
and endeavour to raise a loan would
not be aceeptable, and prabably it would
not be successful if the application were
made. These moneys which are pro-
posed to be reappropriated are to A
large extent unused, and the works from
which they are to be reappropriated will
not suffer. There is sufficient money to
carry on the various works for a consider-
able time, and until such time as money
en? be provided in another way. The
best course open to the Govermnment is
to reappropriate money from these votes,
and that has been recognised very gen-
erelly in one House of Parliament, and
outside, and I trust this course will com-
mend itself to members of this House.

b Tf hon. members can point out a hetter
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way, I shall be only too glad to consider
what they say.

Hown. F. Wurrcousg: Drop the Cool-
gardie water scheme.

Tun COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
not well to retract for a moment. Take,
for instance, the work Donnybrook to
Bridgetown railway, which so far has heen
paid for out of revenue. This railway
has only been constructed to a certain
point, and it is desirable to complete it,
and take it on to its original destina-
tion. We have seen the result of the
construction of the South-Western line,
and there is every reason to believe that
the construction of the proposed line will
be of benefit to the country. It serves
a territory of timber and minerals, with
a climate which cannot be surpassed in
Australasia, capable of production to a
very large extent. The total cost of the
line will be £133,000.

Hon. F. T, Crowper : Without extras?

Tue COLONIAL: SECRETARY: That
would be the total cost, including extras,
according to the statement of the Director
of Public Works.

Horx. F. WRITCOMBE :
already been spent?

Tus COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
sum of £35,620 was advanced last year,
and £34,380 is required this year, mak-
ing the £70,000.

Hox. F. T. Crowner: What was the
cost—£100,00017

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
gross total cost will be £133,000.

Hon. F. T. Crowner: There is splendid
engineering!

Toe COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 do
not know about “splendid engineering”;
but the hon. member hag no reason for
impugning the ability of our engineers.
The railways of this country are con-
structed at a cheaper rate than those of
other colonies, and we ought to be. per-
fectly satisfied that every economy has
been used. This line has been con-
structed by contract.

How. F. T. CrROWDER :
been charged.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY: That
we have to see yet.

Hon. F. T. Crowner: I know it

Twe COLONIAL SECRETARY: I
believe that to he an extravagant state-
ment, not based on the facts of the case.
y

How much has

Extras have
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It is proposed in the third achedule to
take £470,000 from the Coolgardie
scheme funds; and to do that for, say,
about two years will not harass the colony
or prevent works being carried on. If the
course proposed be not taken, the only
other alternative is fresh authorisation,
and that, T think, hon. members in an-
other place nre not willing to sanction.
I have stated that works will not be re-
tarded in the least, but that there will
be plenty of money to carry them on for
pearly two years; and there is every
reagon to believe that the works will be
constructed at a less cost than the Gov-
ernment estimated. The tenders were
very much under the estimate of the
engineer, and advantage was taken of that
to do what was & very wise thing;
namely, to incrense the thickness of the
pipes; to have them all of one size in-
stead of different sizes, and with lock
bars instead of riveted. " That will reduce
the cost of working by about £10,000 a
vear ¢on the Engineer-in-Chief's estimnte.
The works in the third schedule are of
very great importance, and cannot he de-
layed without serious consequences ; and,
in this connection, I am sure Parliament
would be opposed to any new loan. The
Collie Conlfields Railway requires a small
sum to complete it. There is, no deubt,
o great future before these coalfields.
The present Collie coal is good for house-
hold fuel, and there is every reason to
believe that further discoveries in other
directions will be made of good quality
coal. A gample of the coal appeared to
me to be quite equal to the ordinary New-
castle coal imported. and, if that be an
indication of the deposits of conl in the
colony, we have a splendid field hefore
us for generations to come., The extra
coat has been occasioned by giving in-
creased facilities to the mines alrendy
established there, and making them more
servicenble to the country. It is peces-
sarv to make some additional connection,
including that with the Brunswick sta-
tion, and also to complete further work
in conneetion with the Collie coalfields
line. This entails an expenditure of rome
£6,000 ; and it will be seen that the cost
of the railway has been very small. This
line, I ought to sav, has been constructed
out of loan. The item for the Mensies
railway is a smnll one nf £25,000, and
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this line will tap a district which is of
great importance to the country at large.
I believe T am correct in stating that this
district is far abead of Mount Leomnora
and Mount Malcolm, and gives promise
of being a very large gold-producing part
of the country. This line reaches towards
these districts, and is giving facilities for
bringing gold to the mnarket, and receiv-
ing supplies in return, and surely no hon.
member will oppose an item of the kind.
1 may be perhaps taking up too much
time in dealing with these items, but
my desire is to give every information
possible. The Greenhills railway has so
far been constructed out of revenue, and
the sum already spent is £32,447, while
it will take another £20,000 to complete
it for a distance of about 14 miles. The
additiona: expenditure has been caused
by bringing tie line into York; but
that, to a certain extent, has been com-
pensated for in the fact that there will
be fewer stations needed, and, therefore,
s considerable reduction in cost of work-
ing the line when it is opened. -

Hoxn. F. T. CrowpeEr: When the new
line was started, it was known it was going
into York.

Tue COLONIAL: SECRETARY: It
was known that the line was capable of
giving a considersble amount of carriage
on the railway, and any increase of our
productive capacity should he provided
for. On the railway workshops at Mid-
land Junction it is proposed to spend
£30,000 ; and I may be permitted to say
a few words in reference to this work. A
Select Committee went into this subject
very thoroughly some time back, and de-
cided by a majority to advise the Govern-
ment that it was desirable to remove the
workshops from Fremantle to Midland
Junction. That advice was given at the
time, and is given now, and the sooner
the workshops can be erected at the Junc-
tion the better for all concerned. It is
not proposed that the work should be pro-
ceeded with rapidly, but to carry om
gradually, so as not to interrupt the work
at Fremantle. No doubt a magnificent
site has been selected at Midland June-
tion—a site not equalled anywhere be-
tween that place and Fremantle. I my-
self had thought a piece of land might be
selected somewhere between Perth and
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is not the case. The site selected is on
the main trunk line, and at the foot of the
steep gradients, and thisis one of the main
reasons why it is considered that the
workshops should be removed from Fre-
mantle. The land at present occupied by
the workshops at Fremantle will, it is
anticipated, be wanted for wharfage
accommodation. On the Fremantle
Harbour Works it is proposed to spend
£123,000.

Hox. F. WaircovsB:
the cable cost?

Tue  COLONIAL  SECRETARY:
£4,800. As one who has taken a great
interest in the harbour works, I may say
that these works, if carried out as intended
at the present time, give promise of
greater usefulness in the immediate
future, and can be taken as an earnest of
what may be expected in the next two or
three years. I am sure hon members
would not be willing to delay the comple-
tion of these magnificent works, so that
we may derive the best possible advantage
from their construction. It is necessary
to have » good harbour of refuge here.
It will induce vessels to come here, and
will contribute to the advancement of the
country generally. We have now a line
of German steamers calling at Fremantle,
and in the near future we may have other
lines of steamers coming here. This is a
work of which we all are proud. With re-
ference to the Bunbury harbour works,
altogether £68,500 has been spent out of
revenue for this work, and it vequires
£30,000 to complete the £100,000 which
it was estimated’ the work would cost at
the time the construction was approved
of. That work will be very useful. If
we nre to have an export of coal, as we
have an export of timber, from
that port, we must increase the
facilities for shipping. This will be
a work of first importance to the
counfry, and it is an item which we should
all rightly agree to, Ido not know that
I need mention it, but some little injury
occurred to the breakwater some little
ago. An explanation has already been
given that the work has been re-
stored, but during one of the pgales
the breakwater was injured, and now
it has been &0 repaired that gales

How much did

! in future will not do any damage.
Guildford, but T am surprised to find such |

Anyone acquainted with the port of Bun-
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bury must know that the conditions exist-
ing there are not so favourable for the con-
struction of a breakwater as they are at
Fremantle. Bunbury is exposed to the
roll of the ocean more 50 than Fremantle.
I need say very little with reference to the
other items.  There is Carnarvon jetty,
£15,500. A gale occurred at this place
Lefore the work was finished, and this
mouney is necessary to complete the work.
Au the back of tms port there is some
settlement—I do not koow how much—
but at any rate those people who are
settled there are entitled tothe benefit of a
jetty if it is possible to construct one. The
sum of £5,960 has alrendy heen spent
on the works. An amount of £14,443 is
proposed to be expended on the Bunbury
breakwater. This work should go on un-
til completion. Port Hedland jetty and
approach road, £13,500: already an
expenditure of £5,564 has taken place on
this work. 1 believe the road is generally
known by the term of The Causeway, as
it was necessary to construct this road
over the marsh. Some time ago the Al-
bany entered this port and landed some
1200 sheep there. There are twelve feet
of water at low tide, and this jetty will
be a new outlet for an important pastoral
district. It is & work of the first impor-
tance to the people resident there. The
ditficulties of shipping at Congdon and
Cossack are very great, vestels having
to lie a great distance from the shore
and take in cargo. Bunbury jetty is o
necessary work, and it is a work that will
_be required in future. It is necessary that
this jetty should be constructed so as to
stand the weight of an engine runming
upon it, thus to facilitate the shipment of
timber more expediticusly and more
economically.  The preseni estimate ig
£10,000 for the work. Nothing has heen
spent on this work yet, nor on the Ash-
burton jetty. As to the last item on
schedule 3, “Charges and expenser of
raising loans, £100,000,” this is necessary
as all our loans having been floated below
par, it is advisable to take this course
rather than adopt other methods to re-
coup the finances of the colonv to that
extent. I think I have gope through the
principal items of the schedule, and I have
given information which, I think, may to
some extent be useful to hon. members
in discussing this measure. It only ve-
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mains for me to ask hon. members to
give the measure their favourable con-
sideration.

Ho~. F. Wurrcoupe: What about the

proposed two surveys for railways? You
bave not touched upon those.
. Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY : [ pur-
posely left these two items to the last.
They are surveys from Menzies to Mount
Leonora, and from Coolgardie to Norse-
man.

Hox. F. WaircouBe: We want to hear
what you have to eay about them.

Tve COLONIAL SECRETARY: Any-
thing I have to say will be good. I have
already indicated the gold which has been
obtained from goldfields in the dis-
tricts nt Mount Leonora and other centres
around there. It has been stated that the
expected output from the mines this year
around this place will be £150,000, and
T believe T am correct in maKing this state-
ment, althoegh I have not it before me.
[ heard swelve months ago that there was
a magnificent prospect in that part of the
country., Upon these two items there
may be some difference of opinion. T
gather from what passed in the House a
little while ago that there is some differ-
ence of opinion upon these two items, hut
I may assure hon. members that railways
must be constructed to these places n
the not distant future, unless we are in-
clined to say that no more public works
shall be carried out in this country. Ta
sav that the country has got to the end of
its spedding power, and that no develop-
ment should go on, is not wise. It is
necessary to have a proper survey of these
lines, so that when the time arrives—and
which I believe is not far distant—when
the railways can be built, hon. members
can consider the subject with all the lat-
est information before them, because. we
may hope to get money by and by.

Hox. F. Crowper: I do not think so.

True COLONIAL SECRETARY: The
hon. member is too pessimistic, but he
will know better in a short time, that
his fears are groundless, and I am sure
he will see that every inducement should
be offered to continue the development of
this country. The country was never in
a better state than it is now. The wealth
which has been accumulated here people
never dreamt of before, Although we have a
public debt, what isif] With the revenus
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we liave we are able {o meet the interest,
and there is a sinking fund which now
amounts to £235,000.

Hox. F. T. Crowner: Where is it?

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: It is
invested. I know hon. members think it
i# spent, but I can assure them that it is
invested in good securities—I am sorry to
say, outside the colony.. Hon. members
know why these loans are to be reappro-
priated. It is in consequence of the dis-
appointment experienced in the money
market in Enpgland, and the next best
thing for the Government to do is to
show their desire to meet the wishes of
the people and give facilities which every-
one likes to enjoy. 1 think there are
good reasons for members looking be-
neath the surface and getting away from
the groundless fears they have as to our
finances. I daresny we shall hear reasons
and arguments why the two surveys
for the two railways which I have
mentioned should pot be undertaken.
The amount is only & small
one, £5,000 in one case, and
£1,000 in another, and the Premier of the
country has made a personal inspection of
these particular routes along which it is
proposed the lines shall eventually run,
and he is able to speak of the richness of
the country and the justification for plac-
ing these two small sums in the Bill,
These amounts are placed in the schedule
because it is the full intention of the Go-
vernment to construct the lines when op-
portunity offers, and by voting these
items hon. members will be placing in the
hands of the Government an opportunity
of constructing the lines when they can. 1
have said all thatis necessary to say at
this stage. The Bill is a simple one, and
deals with a large sum of money. T hope
I have shown that the works are neces-
sary, and I think I have shown that no
injury will be inflicted on the different
votes on which these items originally ap-
peared I am sure hon. memb:rs ac-
mit all the works are necessary, perhaps
with the exception of the two surveys, of
which hon. members have given me a
hint. Great progress has already been
made with a number of these works, and
by refusing to pass this Bill great injury
will be done. It will exhibit want of
ronfidence in our resources, and will affect
us injuriously outside this colony. We
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wnust show confidence in our country, and
in the resources, and in the future de-
velopment, and if we show our own con-
fidence in our country we shall encour-
age confidence outside, either to investors
or to those who desire to come here and
gettle. I ask hon. members to give me
their ngsistance in passing the Bill after
due and fair consideration. I have no
desire to go on with the debate to-night,
and if hon. members wish an adjournment
of the debate to take place, I am perfectly
willing ; at any rate,.I do not intend to
take the Bill into Committee to-night. I
shall be glad of hon. members’ honest
criticism, I move the second reading of
the Bill.

At 6.30 p.m. the PresroENT left the
chair.

At 7.30 the Presipext resumed the
chair,

Hex. F. M. STONE: I move the ad-
journment of the debate.

Hox. D. K. CONGDON: I second the
motion.
Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: I protest

against the adjournment of the debate.
The Bill has been before us quite long
enough for consideration, and this is the
most suitable time to go on with it. We
have attended this weelt with the inten-
tion of going on with the busineas, with
the exception of one or two hon. mem-
bers wha wished to attend a function
quite outside their Parliamentary duties.
I do not see why we should be brought
down here, and then asked to pestpone
the consideration of this Bill, or that
any private function should be permitted
to interfere with the sittings of the Cham-
ber. Sufficient work will be coming down
to ug from another place to oceupy wmost
of pur time between now and the close
of the session.

Tue COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1
have no strong feeling in the matter
either way, but "I believe it will be ouch
better to go on with the debate on the
second reading, and then, perhaps, nost-
pone the Committee stage until to-mor-
row or the following day. Members are
fully aequainted with the Bill. because
it haa been bhefore the country for a con-
siderable time now. I hope Mr. Stone
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will not press his motion, because there
i# plenty of business to go on with.

Hox. R. §. Harxes: I take it that
if we pass the second reading of the Bill,
hon. members do not commit themselves
to the actual items, but will be free to
mnke suggestions. -

Tug COLONTAL SECRETARY: That
is always understood.

Tue PRESIDENT : T take it that the
proper course to adopt is to pass the
second reading, and then in Committee
denl with objections te any particular
item.

Hox. R. S. Haywes: Then, if there isg
one item hon. members can approve of,
they may vote for the second reading?

Tue PRESIDENT : Yes; certainly.

Hox. R. 8. HAYNES: I hope Mr.
Stone will withdraw his motion for the
adjournmment of the debate. I am going
to protest in a very hostile apirit against
one or two items, amongst these, the
Fremantle harbour works. But there
are other items we need not consider,
because we have already approved of the
expenditure, and as men of business, we
can now~ offer no opposition.

Tre PRESIDENT: As Mr. Haynes
hag appealed to me, I think the proper
course for the House to adopt is t »ass
the second reading, as desired by the
Colonial Secretary, and then adjourn the
Committee stage until to-morrow or some
other day. For the House to teke on
itself the responsibility of throwing out
a Bill of this nature, on its second
reading, is slmost unheard of in Parlia-
mentary procedure. Some members of
the House seem to be forgetting alto-
gether the high privileges that are ¢n-
trusted to the Legislative Council We
are & Council of review, and how can
we review measures, if we throw .hem
out without enquiring into them? If
the hon member asks for my ruling, 1
should say the proper course for the
House to adopt is to pass the second
reading, and then in Committee discuss
the items to which objection is taken.

Hox. F. M, STONE : I think it is quite
withinthe provinee of this House to throw
out the Bill, if hon. members so please ;
but in any case we might wait unti! such
a motion is made. All I moved was
the adjournment of the debate, so that
in the meantime we might consider our

[20 SeprEMBER, 1898.]

Second reading. 1793

position. At this stage we have only
heard the Colonial Secretary, and surely
there is no desire to rush this Bill
throungh. If the House wish to go on
with the debate I am quite willing to
fall in with the desire of hon. members.

Hox. D. K. CONGDON: I seconded
the motion because of the small attend-
ance of members, and because this is an
important measure which should receive
further conaideration.

Hox. R. S. Harnes: If hon. members
will not attend, we will do their duty ior
ihem. .

Hon. D. E. CONGDON: We have 2
amall House, and that is the reason |
support the motion for adjournment.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: There are four-
teen members present, and if fourteen
members of the House cannot do the
work, what number of members can?
Members ought now to be in a position to
discuss this measure. There iz not the
slightest doubt they have made uv their
minds which way they will vote,

Hor. R. 8. Harves: They have not
quite made up their minds on the
schedules.

Hox. A. B. KIDSON: T am speaking
generally. I have no doubt Mr. Haynes
will have gomething to say aboyt one or
two of the items.

Hon. R. 8. Havnes:
things to say.

How. A. B. KIDSON: And no doubt
the Fremantle harbour works will be
amongst the items dealt with by the hon.
member, At the same time, the hon.

1 have several

. member’s feeling of patriotism will pre-

vent his saying anything detrimental to
the carrying out of that great work. This
Houege should not be continually adjourn-
ing. It is not fair that hon. members
from a distance should be brought to-
gether only to find the House adjourns.
Aer for myself, had I known there was
going to be a successful attempt at ad-
journment after tea, I should have ccne
home. Ihope hon. members will not ad-
journ, but will get to work and deal with
the second reading of this Bill. In Com-
mittee they can air their particular
grievances and make what suggestions
they like. .

Hon. H. G. PARSONS: With the ob-
ject of securing a full discussion, which
T think we all desire to have, T ghould
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rather be opposed to the adjournment, |
but, as Mr. Stone thinks it desirable in !
the interests of full discussion to have an
adjournment, I fall in with his idea. This -
House was committed at the beginming |
of the session against any rearnropria- |
tion, or misappropriation, of money on
the part of the Government, as againat
public interest, and that principle should
be maintained. Many members are de-
termined to debate the question, and put
their views before their fellow-members,
with a view of convincing those not
. already convinced, and, under these cir-
cumstances, it cannot surely be the wish
of any hon. member to burke discussion.
However, if it seem to experienced mem-
bers that, in the interests of full dis
cussion on this very serious question,
there ought to be an adjournment, that
view should be taken, and, against my
own judgment, as a junior member, I
shall support Mr. Stone’s motion for ad-
journment.

Hox. D. M'KAY : T do not feel inclined
to put a stop to all public works, or work
up a case against the Government, if the
Government are prepared to go on with
those works.

Motion—that the debate be adjourned,
—put and negatived.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: Before the Bill
13 read a second time, I wish to address
myself briefly to some points already re-
ferred to. The Bill comes before this
House not with any good favour. The
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principle embodied is to reappropriate
money, voted for certain works, to other
works, and in one or two instances to ‘
new works for which no money has been
voted before. The Bill places the House
and the country in the position of agree-
ing to a further loan, unless the works
for which certain moneys have been voted,
and for which moneys are proposed to
be reappropriated, can be completed for
a less sum than was originally voted for
them., The main loan from which this
reappropriation is to be made is the loan
raizsed for the Coolgardie water scheme.
That loan, by the reappropriation pro-
posed, will be reduced from 2} millions
to practically 2 millions.

Tuu CoLovian SecreTarY : £2,030,000.

Hon, W. T. LOTON: T am speaking in
round figures, which are near enough.
That is a matter of £30,000, but we now i
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deal with hundreds of thousands, and
more frequently with millions.  Unless
the Government are prepsred to say the
Coolgardie water scheme can be completed
for two millions of money or thereabouts,
they must admit they are asking us to
pledge ourselves to a  furthar lain
of another half a  million. That
is really the principle of the Bill
before us. It iz to make use of
money voted for certain other purposes,
and we are not sure that the works pro-
vided for will be completed when the loanas
are reduced. It iz unfortunate and un-
satisfactory, and in the end will lead to
considerable confusion, this reanpropria-
tion of moneys, unless the works for which
the money was authorised in the first in-
stance can be completed for a less sum
than was voted. I should be sorry in the
circumstances to say anything like'y io
lead anyone in the colony or outside of
it to think that the country at precent is
in & bad position, or in any unsound posi-
tion. It is only temporarily in a finan-
cial trouble, and that trouble has arizen
I believe from the anxiety of the Govern-
ment during the past four or five years,
to go a little too fast and to epend money
too lavishly, not knowing what works
would cost, thus voting insufficient money
in the first instance to complete them.
With regard to the position of the colony,
[ believe myself, having known it for a
third of & century, that it never was in »
sounder position than it is at present,
financially.  (Several members: Hear,
hear.) All the interests are in a sound
position, and as I have said, the trouble
we have to-day is only a temporary one ;
therefore, I hope hon. members in con-
sidering this Bill, howpver much they may
be opposed to the principle of reappro-
priation, will take into consideration the
circumstances we are in. We have placed
before us this position: works which have
been authorised and voted, and works
which are partly corpleted, and in the
circumstances it would be simply madness
on the part of tWe Government to stay
their hand in regard to these works, The
only question is, in what way shall the
money be provided. Although I am op-
posed te reappropriation, as T have sgaid,
unlest this morey is reappropriated we
commit ourselver to a certain extent to
another loan.  Still. we do not say to the
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world we are going te raise another loan
at present; we anme going to make use of
money already raised, and which tempor-
arily is mot required. This Coolgardie
water scheme, which was to have bewn
completed in three years—we hud that
assurance many times—already the theee
years are almost completed and the work
has scarcely been begun. It ie evident
that whatever the cost of the scheme may
be, and whether the works will be com-
pleted for 2 millions or 2 millions and o
half, still the 2 millions will be gutficient
to carry on the work for a considerable
time—for two years probably, cr «r all
events sufficiently long to enable the Gov-
ernment, whatever Government 't may l e
—to go into the money market to borrow
the money authorised for the work, be-
cause although in the first instance I was
to & certain extent opposed to the con-
struction of this big work, my main rea-
gon was that it was too large an under.
taking for such a small population—it is
s large and gigantic undertaking. Ifwe
believe in the richness and extent of the
goldfields in that direction, and we are
bound to believe in their richness and ex-
tent—then we should have no fear. Tt
may be a struggle for us to go into thie
amount of indebtedness, but we must look
forward to an increase in the population,
and the population will increase because
the gold that is to be won fram the earth
will draw the population. It will be
gathered from the few remarks which 1
have made that although I am strongly
opposed to the reappropriation of money
for certain works unless it is shown that
these works are to be abandoned or com-
pleted for a less sum, still under the cir-
cumstances I do not see a better or cni'va
wav out of the difficulty. If the Bill was«
proposing new works for which the money
had not been voted—I am speaking of
the general achedule—-if the schedule
showed new works, I do not hesitate tosay
my inclination at the present time would
be to vote entirely against the Bill, be-
cause we would be going in for a mew
loan.

Tre Corowia SgcrETARY: I do not
think the Government would have
brought the Bill in then.

Hox. W. T. LOTON: I do not know.
The Government have not been hackward
in bringing in Loan Bills and undertaking
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new works. I have already said that
we have gone too fast, and that has led us
into the present trouble. Reserving to
myself the right of expressing my views
in regard to any particular item on the
schedule when we get into Committee, at
this stage 1 have nothing further to say
against the second reading.

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: Following on
what took place in this House in the
early part of the session, when members
carried an amendment to the Addressin-
Reply to the Governor's Speech and
pledged themselves againgt any re-
appropriation of money until the
present moneys authoriged had been
expended on their authorisation, T
fail to see how hon. members can
set aside their previous action and
support this Bill  There are certnin
works ineluded in the schedule to this
Bill to which this colony is already com-
mitted, but I have heard nothing during
this debate or from any remarks by other
persons elgewhere, that the reappropria-
tion of money is the proper way by which
the expenditure could be met. It ig all

- very well for some members to say tha

those members who are opposed to the
present expenditure mentioned in this
Bill are crying down the position of our
coelony. It is nothing of the sort. It
is an expression of an opinion of their
own that the colony is not now in a posi-
tion to incur further expenditure or un-
dertake new works. Nor do I think the
colony is in a strong position to go jug-
gling about with the present loan moneys,
The principle of reappropriation is as
bad as it possibly can be, and I would not
vote for the passage of a Bill to reanoro-
priate a sum of money like £600,000,
more particularly when that sum of
money includes a pledee of further works
which, up to the present moment, have
not been under the consideration of Par-
linment at all. If we agree to the ex-
penditure for the survey of the two rail-
way lines mentioned in the schedule we
pledge ourselves to those lines, and we
are prevented, as far as honour is con-
cerned, from objecting to the expenditure
upon those lines when they come down in
due course. There has been nothing
said by the Colonial Secretarv to show
that the moneys proposed will complete
the works to which they are proposcd
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to be applied, nor to show that we ghall
not be called upon in a future time to
find further moneys to ecarry on these
works. Take, for instance, the Donny-
brook-Bridgetown railway. The original
estimate was £100,000. We are now
asked to pledge vurselves to a sum to
complete the line, which means adding
another £30,000 to this work. No rea-
gon has been given why the Government
should ¢come to the House or to Parlia-
ment at all te ask for the sum of £30,000
in excess of the estimated cost of the
work. The same principle can be fol-
lowed right through the third schedule.
There is the Greenhills line, in which the
money asked greatly exceeds the esti-
mate, according to the original schedule.
If the Government are not in a position
to build lines according to the original
sohedules, they are not justified in coming
down and asking the House to increase
the vote out of moneys not properly avail-
able for the purpose. If we pledge our-
gelves to a further sum T suppose we
gshall be told te let it go, that it is not
necessary, and with the exception of one
or two, members will be urged not to
vote against the Bill as the money ie
necessary. Little bribes are held out to
members to vote.

Hox. A P, Marmgsoxn: What do you
call a little bribe—the Murchison-Peak
Hill goldfields, £15,0007

Hox. F. WHITCOMBE: There has
been no request to the Government for
this at all. 'We shall want a good deal
more than that amount if we are to get
anything like the proportionate sum of
money spent on the development of fields
in other places.

Hox. C. A, Presse: Vote against the
item then

Howx. F. WHITCOMBE : I am prepared
to vote against the whole Bill. I object
to one thing which has been dome in re-
gard to this Bill, that returne which would
have enabled members to compare
the expenditure on the different fields are
not forthcoming. I asked for returns
from the Govérnment as to the popula-
tion and the expenditure on the two gold-
fields, but we are not in possession of
these figures, and are not able to compare
what has been spent on the Coolgardie
goldfields with the money spent on the
Murchison fields At the present time
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it is not & question of development. The
Government of the colony cannot afford
te do the work. The colonv is not in
a sufficiently prosperous condition, and
the mining industry is not in a suffici-
ently prosperous condition. If other
steps had been taken, oney could have
been saved to aid in the development of
the fields by making the prosperous mines
contribute in the form of an export duty
on gold sent away, and thus keeping up
the further development of the fields, and
not juggling with the moneys already
voted. I do not propose to go into the
reasons why we should look on the
colony with different eyes from reasonable
men, because any reasomable man
would look at the coleny in this way.
We have over-run the constable, our
eredit is absolutely bad, owing to the
mismanagement in the past, although
this mismanagement may be guarded
againgt in the future.  Although our
financial credit in London may be re-
stored, we have no right to go to the Lon-
don market now for more money. If
members can say that the Government
may play with the money in this fachion,
and further pledge our credit and go back
on votes already passed, it is hopeless to
ask the House to object to anything the
Government asks for. For my part I
intend to vote against the second reading
of the Bill.

Hox. H. G, PARSONS: I, too, am
opposed to the second reading of this
Bill. I do not want to admonish the
Leader of this House. I am sure that as
B private member the Leader of
this House commands the respect of
hon. members, and also as the Leader of
the House. But the key-note which the
Colonial Secretary gave us to-night was
that of absolute optimism, which I am
sure in his sober moments he would not
have referred to. It is a key-note which
has been struck by somebody connected
with the Government for the oceasion
‘of this particular debate. It is artifi
cial ; it is not sincere. There is no rn.
timism in the mind of the Leader of 'he
House. When he talks of an optimistic
point of view, he really is convinced in
his own mind, that from a business paint
of view we are face to face with a hard
business problem. We have to face the
business position of the colony. I
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am sure outside the House the
Colonial Secretary 18 not the man
to be optimistic. Hig  optimism
is purely political. We who are

newer comers to the colony, although we
have adapted ourselves as citizens of
the colony and intend loyally to act up
to it, are told by elder members o the
volony that we should cultivate the
ground in various ways, and identify our-
selves more with the colony. Most of
us have shown our desire to cultivate
the ground where we can, and we have
put our money inte the country, and
intend to live or die with it, but I thiag
the Government should try and under-
stand us better. 1 do not think tiue
Government in this matter are irusting
us. They are trying to bribe us instead.
Bribing comes in in this way. We have
proposals before us for the misappropria-
tion of certain moneys which the House
has already condemned, and it amounts
to this: the Government says to the
goldfields members, the agricultural
members, and to the members represent.-
ing other constituencies: “We will give
you £10,000 here and £10,000 there,
but we expect you to vote for us, be-
cause we are careful people, and we are
the Government; but as long as we
spend money in your constituencies we
expect your assistance.” This is not busi-
ness, patriotism, or what the country
demands. The country demands eco
nomy. The Government are going in
for nothing less than robbery, as politi-
cians. We do not want to accept bribes.
We do not want to be bought. We do
not want this money, buts the Govern-
ment are forcing it down the throats of
the people against their will. They are
damning themselves and the country.
No body of men in any colony had the
influence, the standing, the deep-rooted
sympathy of the people more than the
Government had one year ago, but ther
have lost that confidence amongst the
farmers and mmongst the mining men,
because they have pursued this immoral
policy of bribing members and their con-
stituents, whereas the voters do mnot
want this money. They do not want
certain railways that lead to nowhere and
jetties that fall down. The Government
had 2 lease of power for a generation,
but they have lost it because they could
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not understand the signs of the times.
The strength of the Government in the
past was in its slowness and in its dull
common-sense. The members of the
Government were known to their neigh-
bours ; they were known not to be weak-
minded exactly, but te be slow and care-
ful men whe gave what was wanted six
or nine months behind the times. The
Government move six or nine months
behind the man in the street, and the

Government adopt the suggestions
nine months after they had hbeen
made. The extravagance of the Gov-

ernment has been maintained for nine
months after everybody has seen what
was coming on. The Government are
going on the wrong lines, and I am sorry
to see it, because I do not wish to quar-
rel with the Government, but I want to
see them hurry themselves a little and
get into line with the ordinary voter a
little quicker. I do not propese at this
stage to go into the details about the
dredges, the £68,000 to Geraldton, and
£25,000 taken from Fremantle harbour
works which is to be given back after-
wards, and this question about slips.
Hox. F. T. Crowner: It is all glip.
Howx. H. G. PARSONS: It was ad-
mitted at the beginning of the session that
we were slipping up London. We were in:
the hands of the brokers and bankers in
London. The bank that I am connectad
with has not been treated well. Our credit
in London has been spoiled. This is de-
structive to the national credit of the
colony and ruinous to the life of the colony
itself. We talk about taking £470,000
from the Coolgardie water scheme, at the
game time that the Government are carry-
ing on thai scheme. I was taunted with
saying that the credit of the colony would
be restored if the Government allowed
galvaniged iron to come in cheap and gave
the people land. I say it again. This
whole Bill is a gigantic politicial bribe to
begin with, and so is the water scheme.
We do not want the acheme for taking
water to the fields. Every mine I have
been connected with—I have heen con-
nected with more mines than any one in
this House—has got more water than it
can pump out. The Government aregoing
to construct fhis water scheme with pipes
which they will never fll with water, and
if they do fill them it will empty the dam
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in six weeks. But I will not go inte that.
1 have always said on the fields that I
would Dpot oppose the scheme, if the
coastal population forced it down our
threats, but I am sure if we do get this
water scheme, we shall not pay for it. The
people on the goldfields will take the
water off their roofs. They will not pay
for water from the coast, and certainly
people will not buy water for mining pur-
poses when thev have too much water
already in their mines. We are suffering
in our bank account through wani of
knowledge. Take the Greenhills line.
£20,000 more is wanted to complete that
work. We are told that it simply means
the construction of a railway to York, 1
do not say that I do not like these lines.
I like to see as many railways as can be
built. But we should be able to pay for
them. There is the railway to Norseman,
which was not put through this House.
That railway was intended from the first
to go to Esperance, but the Govern:ent
were obliged to propose it to Norseman,
It would not have got through if it had been
proposed to Esperance, because the Fre-
mantle people would have gone against
the line to Esperance, so the Govern-
ment simply proposed to go to Norseman.
[ do not believe in lines being proposed
until we have the money. to pay for them.
When we have the money to pay for then,
build the railways. That was the honest
pohicy of the Government when the Gov-
ernment were honest, but that was some
time ago. The Government in the pait
wanted to develop the country—then I
was with them. We had a Premier then
who wished to develop the highways and
byways of the country and then I was with
him. Now that we know they are not
fundamentally honest, we are not with
them, and we will not take any bribes.
On the fields we are against the surveys,
because we know they are not meant
honestly, seeing there is no money to pay
for the railways. On the Menzied line
£40,000 wes spent against our will on
porters’ houses, which are not fit for dog-
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wont any more bribes of that kind, be
cause we do aot want to pay the interest
on them. We particularly do not want
any grants which would give an excuse for
waste of money, and, in turn, smash the
public ¢redit and spoil our business. We
want to make a living, and make our-
selves prosperous in order that we may
buy the agricultural produce of the colony.
We do not want a prosfitution of public
money to keep in power & Government
which is tired of beiny in office, and which
only keeps in office because the other side
refuses to replace it. These railway sur-
veys are bribes: the (Government have
made the proposal with their tongue in
their cheek, When there is no money to
make the railways, why should money be
wasted on surveys, if not only to gain a
few votes? I do not believe we could bor-
row any more at present, and 1 do not
believe we ought to borrow any mora
The timber industry was never brighter
than it is now, and there was never a
bigger output from the mining industry.
Every industry is prosperous, and, in
God’s name, let us go slow and not bor-
row any more and get deeper into the
mud, as the Government have done by in-
consistent mismanagement and prostitu-
tion of the country to political interest.
The Government are at once audacious
and timid. They are audacious in dealing
with the electors, and absclutely timid
when approaching the money market. The
Government have all the faults of inex-
perienced men. We are now controlled by
persons who are absolutely inexperienced
in the world ; and who do not know Lon-
don They are just as experienced as
the Premier was in the riot at Kalgoorlie,
which need never have occurred if he had
ever seen a crowd before. The Govern-
ment are inexperienced in the London
money market, and lose nerve because they
have never seen a number of moneyed
men, any more than they have seen alarge
number of working men. The Govern-
ment are now showing want of confidence
in the country. More votes might easily

kennels, and which are now unused, the | have been given, only the Government

porters living in tents alongside.

Tue CoroxiaL Spcrerary: 1 thought
the houses were too good.

Hon. H. G. PARSONS: They are too
wasteful, and, at any rate, the porters will
not live in them. On the fields we do not

|
|

were afraid of the electors on the gold-
fields. The Government might -easily
bave arranged further loans, only they did
not know the marke$ of the world. The
Government are in the position of a shy
village maiden who does not know where
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gshe is; and what we have to ask the
Government to do is to take better advice.
It the colony showed more confidence in
itself in the money market, and more con-
fidence in the electors, they would do o
preat deal better.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON : 1 will simply
agk hon. members to look at this matter
from n business point of view. It is ab-
golutely absurd to talk about bribes and
corruption, and a lot of nonsense of that
sort. This comes with especially bad grace
from an hon. member who has benefited
to a large extent—I mean Mr. Parsons—
from the praciousness, if T may use the
word, of the present Government. He,
no doult, knows to what I allude.

Hon. H. G. Parsons: I rise fo a point
of order. I do not know that my con-
stituency has benefifed at all

Hor. A. P. MATHESON: The hon.
member has benefited personally.

Hox. H. G. Parsons: I was afraid that
was what the hon. member meant. I
have benefited in no way through the Gov-
ernment, and I give the hon. member a
direct demial, and I challenge him. I
think 'this is a ‘case wherel the House
ought to protect me, because the hon.
member is saying what 15 untrue, and
knows it to be untrue.

Hoyx. A I MATHESON: Owing to
the leniency of the Government, the hon.
member was able to smrender & certain
lease at Kalgoorlie and secure, on very
favourable terms, certain town lots.

Hox. H. G. PARSONS: Now, since the
matter has been brought up, I may say
the Government gained a great deal more
than they engaged to give me. They never
gave me any ground in return, and I have
not my own house now. The hon. mem-
ber is malicious and untruthful in raising
these charges. I will bring a petition of
right against the Government to get my
house.
in exchange for one, and was to have the
house. But I have not got my house, and
{ will have to pay, or my wife will have
to pay, for her own house, when the Gov-
ernment have had £2000 worth of land
out. of me., If that is to be the pround on
which I am to have charges of this kind
brought against me, I am entitled to the
protection of the House.

Hon. A. P. MATHESON : To my mind,
it is a matter of opinion as to the value

I was to get two acres of ground
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of what the hon. member received. It
comes with very bad grace from o gentle-
man whe has undoubtedly been able to
surrender a lease on very favourable terms,
to talk in the way he has done to-night

Hox. H. G. PARSONS: I must pro-
test again. The hon. member has stated
that I “surrendered a lease on very
favourable terms.”

Hox. A. P. MarteEf0or : In my opinien.

How. H. G. PARSONS : I may mention
that I sold a lease indirectly to Mr Ho-
ratio Bottomley, who has lately obtained,
or is about to obtain, 40 quarter-acre lots,
on the condition of surrendering the sur-
fac: rights. All Itried to do wasto get my
own ground, on which I had previously
built a house, costing £2,000. The Gov-
ernment asked me £600, the upset price,
and ultimately arranged to let me have it
for £200, which I have arranged, through
my wife, to pay under protest. I will
ultimately get it for nothing, and I intend
to get it for nothing out of the Govern-
ment, because they have robbed me. To
talk about my getting things for nothing
is only of a part

How. A, P. Maraesen: I did not say
“for nothing.” 1 aaid the hon. member
got it on very favourable termns.

Hon. H. G. PARSONS: On very
favourable terms? The Government have
built two houses on the land I gave them,
and they have not paid me. I am sorry
to introduce personal matter, but T must
agk the protection of the House.

Tee PRESIDENT: We must keep lo
the question before the House.

Hox. A. P. MATHESON: I do not
propose, in the least. to defend the Gov-
ernment for their expenditure as shown
in the schedules, because I think agreat
deal of the expenditure has been most
rashly entered into. But what is the posi-
tion of the case at present! We have,
as a colony, expended a certain amount
of money on works, which will be prac-
We
have got to decide whether the money is
to be wasted, or whether we are going
to use the money which we have at our
disposal-—whether we obtained it for a
certain purpose or not is not quite the
point—for the purpose of finishing these
works, and, at any rate, giving them a
chance of proving remunerative. Per-
gondlly I think many of the works will
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noé prove remunerative, but this House
has on previous occasions committed
itgelf to the proposed expenditure, and
it is only reasonable the House should
enable the Government to complete the
works. The Collie Coalfield railway, in
particular, ought never to have been
entered on until the value of the coal de-
posits had been proved T believe leases
have been held for nearly twelve months,
and yet the coal production is infinitesi-
mal; and the Government, instead of
insisting on the coal deposits thers being
proved good for commercial purposes, do
nothing whatever, What puarantee is
offered that these leases are going to be
worked? These are all reasons for saying
that the expenditure on the Collie
Coalfield line might have been deferred.
So far ag the other railways are con-
cerned, I cannot speak with any personal
knowledge, except in regard to the Men-
zies railway, which T believe will pay.
Other people say that the railway will not
pay, but since the Government have com-
mitted themselves to the preliminary ex-
penditure, it would be folly on our part,
as business men, to prevent the works
being carried to completion. There is no
doubt that, if this were our private busi-
ness, we would complete the works, rather
than have on our hands an absolutely
bad asset, even though we knew we had
made & bad bargain. For these business
reasons, I intend to support the Reappro-
priation Bill,

Hox 8. J. HAYNES: Although I feel
just a8 strongly as when I voted on the
amendment to the Governor's Sneech
in reference to the reappropria-
tions, I agree with membera who
have spoken that 1 cannot see any
other way out of the difficulty than
to support this Bill, which is for the re-
appropriation of moneys borrowed for
specific purposes. This is the only
means of carrying out the works, upon
which a large amount of money has
already been spent. But, while support-
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ing the second reading of the Bill on .
the ground of expediency, I object, as

strongly as I know how, to reappropria-
tion; and I reserve to myself the right
to crificise the various itema in the
schedule. It has been said by the Col-
onial Secretary, and I amn sure we always
listen to his remarks with respect, that
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we should not take too pessimistic a view
of the situation in this colony. Taking
a too optimistic view of the colony has
been the rock upon which the present
troubles of the colony are founded. So
far as I am personally concerned, I cast
no reflection on the honour and integ-
rity of the Govermmnent, but some of the
members of the Government, as well as
the Premier, and also a majority of mem-
bers in both Houses of Parliament, have
taken too sanguine a view of the affairs
of this colony, and have spent money
to an alarming extent, and far more
than the development of our resources
warranted. Mr. Loton has said that
the colony, in his opinion—and his
opinion is entitled to respect seeing
that he has been here so long, I think
he said for a third of a century—is in a
prosperous state. 1 differ to a certain
extent with that. As far as mining is
concerned, things look very well indeed,
and the settlement of the land seems sati-
factory as well as the mining industry,
and a large portion of the pastoral lands
are indeed in a good condition ; and that
must be satisfactory to all people. But,
whilst these great industries are in a
prosperous state, it seems to me we are
mjuring the colony by over borrowing,
1 ask hon. members to calmiy consider
if £12,000,000 is not too big an indebt-
edness for the small population we have?
One of the great items, from which these
reappropriations are to be made, is a
half million from the Coolgardie water
scheme; and I think a wajority of the
colonists are of opinion that the Govern-
ntent should drop that scheme, which
would do much to rapidly restore confi-
dence, and set our finances in a wore

satisfactory state than they are at
present. Why do ot the Govern-
men drop this  scheme! I have
made enquiries from inembers, and

outside, and it seems to me, from the
conclusions I am able to draw, that peo-
ple are against this scheme. Members
of this House tell us we do not require i,
and that the Government ought pat to
carry it out: hut they are afraid to say
80.  Mr. Parsons is the only member who
comes eandidly forward and spys we du
not want this expenditure, because we
know we ghall be saddled with the in-
terest, and we do not want to pay that
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interest. When you hear mining men
coming forward and saying they do not
want this gigantic scheme——

Tur CoronNial SECRETARY : They are
only a few.

Hox. 8. J. BAYNES: I have heard a
great number. The Government, quite re-
cently, have had some nasty knocks in the
London market ; and the main reason for
our loans not having been satistactorily
floated has been stated to be the receat
swall war between America and Spain.
The reasons to the business men are
these, that the British money lender
thinks we are going too fast ; and when
he looks at our small population, and our
present indebtedness, he buttons up his
pockets and says: "I will not lend you
any more, except at an exorbitant rate of
interest.” The Premier, it seems to me,
was originally against this Coolgardie
scheme, and a majority of his supporters
were against it privately, but they voted
for the scheme. 8o far us the scheme
i# concerned, it has committed the colony
to a large amount ; and up to the present
time that scheme has never been put
before the House in a satisfactory-man-
ner. The way in which that scheme ind
the plang of the works were submitted to
London—they were submitted to gentle-
men on whom I cast no reflection—but
they were submitted to gentlemen who,
business men would say, were prejudiced.
The scheme proposed by the Engineer-in-
Chief should be submitted to indepen-
dent experts. I think we are paying too
much for a scheme that may turn out a
fissco. 1 feel amsured, having regard
to the population at present, and the pro-
apects of the colony, that we shad w0
through a state of affairs similar to whi
New Zealand went through a few ycars
ago, only it will be in a more aggravated
form here, becaugse our resources gener-
ally are not so healthy as the resources
of New Zealand. Our great item is pold,
and we way value that asset too highly,
because a lot of the gold goes out of the
colony. I feel bound to support the
second reading of this Bill, because there
appears to be no other way out ui the
difficulty. It seems to me that these
works should be completed, but a reap-
propriation policy is vicious in the ex-
treme. It is not a pew thing; only last
vear we had the reappropriation of

[20 SErrEMBER, 1898.]

Second reading. 1801

moneys, but in my opinion that
does not make the present Bill any
stronger or honest. I Yook on
our present position from a common
genge point of view, What are we to do
in the circumstances? Are works which
have been begun to remain incomplete,
or are we to complete them from moneys
that cannot be used at the present time?
The principle is a bad one, but we must
do the best we can in the circumstances,
and reappropriate the money. Personally,
I agree thoroughly with what Mr. Loton
hag said; we have gone too fast, and 1
think we ought to go a little slower. 1
said the first time I had the honour of ad-
dressing hon. members in this House, that
I hoped we would go slow. I am against
this style of forcing the colony ahead; I
like to see the colony grow, but it should
grow naturally, rather than have a forced
growth. Tt has been forced up to the
present time, because we are now in any-
thing but & prosperous condition. It 1s
no use hon. members saying what they do
not think. We have large assets of gold,
but we may at a stage borrow too heavily
for our population, because our popula-
tion has to develop our resources. I
shall vote for the second reading, but 1
very strongly disagree with the principle
of reappropriation; but still, on the
ground of expediency, I see no other way
out of the difficulty than by passing this
Bill.

Hox. F. M. STONE: It is certainly to
be regretted, and more than regretted,
that the Government ghould have intro-
duced a Bill of this nature, because it
appears to me, in introducing this mea-
gure, they have attempted, or are attempt-
ing, to get through worke which this
House has already voted against. 1T al-
lude to the surveys of railways from
Menzies to Mount Leonors, and from Cool-
gardie to Norseman. It will Dbe
remembered that this House passed an
amendment to the Governor's Speech.
Paragraph 26 of His Excellency’s Speech
said :—

In order to provide funds to carry out these
works, my Ministers propose to reappropriate
a sufficient sum for the purpose from certain
items of the loans already authorised, and by
this means avoid any additional loan authorisa-
tion ot the present time. No injury will be
done to the works provided on the foan schedules
by adopting this course, inasmuch as before the
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amount reappropriated will be required a new
Joan avthorisation can be provided.

This House passed the following amend-
ment, : —

‘We, however, desire to express our disap-

proval of the proposal for reappropriation con- |
toined in paragraph 26 of your Excellency’s
Speech.  This course is in our opinion cne
which should not be followed, as it practically
commits of the colony to an expenditure with
out previously having made due provision for
payment, and we feel that it would be unwise
at the present time, directly or indirectly, to in-
crease the indebtedness of the colony by rais
ing further loans, or doing anything thas woula
necessitate 30 doing, until we have at least
exhausted the present loan authorisation.
In the face of that amendment, the Gov-
ernment have brought down this mé&asure,
and introduced these two items, which
this House has already objected to, by
that amendment.  This House has al-
ready said: “We do not approve of these
works being eonstructed, in consequence
of the present state of the finances of the
colony.”

Hox. H. Briags: A few of the members
of the. House.

Hox. F. M. STONE: It is a resolution
of the House ; and in spite of that resolu-
tion, the Government have introduced
other items into the Bill which members
are bound to vote for, and in consequence
they will pet these other items through.

THE CoLoNiaL Secrerary: That is not
the object. )

How. F. M. STONE: Whatis the object
then? The Government have resorted to
these means, and it is within the power
of this House to throw the Bill out, It
has been said that this Housze ought not
to do such a thing, but I say that the
Government, by putting into this Bill these
two matiiers, would be responsible. This
House would only be following up the
resolution that it passed when the address

v
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from His Excellency the Governor was be-
fore us. How can hon. members, who
voted for that amendment, vote for these
two items, for surveys, in thisBill? There
are other items in this Bill which are ab-
solutely necessary. But by putting in
these and other items the Govern-
ment have almost forced ithe hands

of hon. members to vote for the J
whole Bill, and it would be a
grievous responsibility if this House

were to throw the measure cut, a course l
which, however, we would be almost justi- |

Second reading.
fied in taking.  Still, it is & question of
+ expendiency. The Government have re-

gorted to means which I strongly protest
against, and which I wish every hon.

. member to protest against; and this

is not the first or second {ime
the Government have adopted such
means. Time after time, the Government
have slipped in items to which this House
objected, and, on that account alone 1
should have liked to move the rejection
of the measure. But, as I have said, it
is a question of expediency, and it would
not be advisable for the House to resort to
such a strong measure as throwing the
Bill out. There are works under con-
gtruction which this House has already
authotised, and it is necessary to provide
wioney for the completion of these works.
But why did not the Government honestiy
bring down & measure for reappropria-
tion only in connection with those
works? Why does the Government
try to force on this House works

which we say are not advisable in

the present financial condition of the col-
ony? By passing this Bill, we are com-
mitting this colony to a further borrow-
ing of £570,000, and last session we re-
appropriated £395,000. It, therefore,
means, that by passing this Bill we are
incurring a fresh loan of nearly another
million.  In the face of the large loan
we have to obtain in consequence of the
Coolgardie water supply, it is absolutely
necessary the Government should cut
down expenditure in every possible way.
Bug if hon. members laook at the schedule,
they will find Bunbury breakwater
credited with £30,000. I well remember,
when hon. members of this House were
induced to vote for the Bunbury break-
water, it was said that £100,000 would go
a long way, and that no further vote
would be required. In the face of that,
however, and in the face of the present
financial position, we are asked to vote
not only £30,000 for the break-
water, but £10,000 for a jetty. We have
already voted £100,000 for the break-
water.

Hox. C. A. Piesse: No, no.

Hox. W. T. Lorox: We have voted
£60,000, and this will make it not quits
£100,000.

Hox. F. M., STONE: Even so, it would
be far better to leave the breakwater
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alone, than to incur a further amount of
£30,000, and £10,000 for the extension
of the jetty. Now, in regard to the erec-
tion of public batteries, we hear that the
money asked for this purpose has already
been spent. We are asked to reappro-
priate certain amounts to expenditure,
and we find that the .proposal really
amounts to an excess Bill. It would seem
ag though the Government go on spend-
ing, depending on hon. members passing
through any proposal placed before them.
The Government appear to gpend money
without any authorisation, and to de-
pend on Parliament getting them out of
their difficulties.

Hox. C. A, PiEssE:
Works Department.

Hox. F. M. STONE: And by this Bill
we propose to put another £300,000 or
£400,000 into the Works Department.
The Donnybrook to Bridgetown railway is
tc cost another £33,000 ; in fact, it
would seem as though the public expendi-
ture went into one big sink. If a railway
is put down to cost £100,000, the Works
Departorent spend £150,000 on it, and
then come to Parliament to pass the in-
creased amount. It has almost been said
there should be no discussion on this Bill
before it goes into Committee. My own
opinion is that there should be every dis-
cussion on a Bill of this nature, and the
members should protest as strongly as
they can against the way in which the
finances of the country are managed.
The Government, so long as they have
money to spend, do not seem to care how
or where they get it. They come dowa
with Reappropriation Bills time after
time, not cnly for works to be constructed,
but for works on which money has
already been expended. TUnder these cir-
cumstances, it would serve the Govern-
ment, right if we took the extreme course
of throwing out the Bill.

Howx. W. T. Lotox: That might do in-
jury to the country.

Hox. F. M. STONE : It might. There
are works in the schedules which must go
on, but the Forrest Governmens did not
appear to trouble about the amendment
on the Address-in-Reply. passed in this
House, in reference to the reappropria-
tion of moneys. I hope that when we go
into Committee, we shall not go through
the usual faree, and, when our suggestions

It is the Public
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are sent back again from another place,
climb down. I hope that members, who
voted in favour of that amendment in the
Address-in-Reply, will insist on the two
items to which I have referred being
struck out. The Government admit they
cannot construct the proposed works for
gome time to come, and I cannot but re-
gard the proposal of those surveys as a
sop for the districts in question. The
Government are retrenching civil ser-
vants in great numbers, and this £9,000,
which it is proposed to spend on surveys,
would have gone a long way towards
maintaining the retrenched officers. The
Government do not seem to mind expend-
ing large amounts, but in order to save
£1,000 would dismiss civil servants.

Tre CoroniaL SecreTaRy: The ex-
penditure proposed in the schedule will
all be spent on labour.

How. F. M. STONE: If the money gets
into the Public Works Department, we
will never know how it is spent, and I
would not be surprised to find that the
money has already been apent on the sur-
veys.

THE CoLoniAL SECRETARY : I can assure
the hon. member that not o shilling has
been spent yet on the surveys.

Hox. F. M. STONE: Then, perhaps,
the amendment on the Addressin-Reply
hag done some good, and placed a check
on the Government. We pgenerally find
that of items brought down, two-thirds
have already been spent.

Tre Covowviar Secrerary: That is
when the expenditure has been approved.

Hon. F. M. STONE: Sometimee the
expenditure hag never been approved.

Trae CoromiaL Secrerary: This ex-
pendifure has all been approved

Hox. F. M. STONE: [ cannot approve
of the Bill, I do not intend to oppose the
second reading, but to leave myself en-
tirely open as to my vote on any item in
the schedule.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER : I do not wish
to detain hon. members for any length
of time. I deeply regret I am placed
in the position that, in the interests of
the colony, I am bound to support the
second reading of the Bill. If I followed
my own feelings, in view of the manner
in which the expression of the opinion of
this House has been treated, I should
have voted for the throwing out of the
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Bill. But seeing that the throwing out
of the Bill would stop works throughout
the colony, and the results which would
follow, it would be little short of sui-
cidal to take that course. If the Govern-
ment had taken a little more care in the
past, and had not recklessly expended
money in indiscriminate grants, they
would not be in the position they are to-
day. We are told by the Colonial Secre-
tary that the mere fact of the reappro-
priation will not in any way affect the
works, but that there will be plenty of
money to carry them on, TIf that be so,
all I can say is, it does not show good
financial management on the part of the
Government to have money lying idle
which need not be expended for the next
two years. This is a question which
must be looked at from many points of
view, as a matter affecting the taxation
per head in this colony. I find that the
taxation per head is something like £60,
and there is authority to borrow another
two millions. Whether we can borrow it
or not remains to be seen. When the two
million pounds have been borrowed it
will bring the total indebtedness of the
colony up to .£12,000,000 ; that means a
tax of £70 per head of the population,
and 1 think that is a bit too stiff, seeing
what part of the colony would suffer if
anything happened. The passing ~f this
Bill pledges this House to another mil-
lion of money, heceuse last year- we reap-
propriated £395,000, and we are asked
to reappropriate another large sum of
money, which, roughly, will make the
sum £1,000,000. We are told that there
is a surplus on certain items, but this
surplus should he used to pay off monev
borrowed on last year’s reappropriation
of £395,000. In this Bill there are
items which have been brought down to
this House previously, in such a form
that we could not deal with them. The
Government take care to bring down
works on the Estimates, and they are
passed on the understanding that they
are to be constructed out of the revenue;
but subsequently the Government comes
down with a Bill to continue the works
out of loan moneys. That is not the sort
of finance that is justifiable in any shape
or form. We were entirely misfed in re-
gard to the Donnybrook-Bridgetown rail-
way. We were told it would cost
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£100,000 ; now we are told that it will
cost £135,000. The House was asked to
pass the line at a cost of £100,000, and
now it is to cost £135,000. There is
gomething radically wrong in this, That
line has been built, and now all the cat-
tings are being made wider, The Engi-
neer-in-Chief is supposed to give us an
estimate of the works to be carried out :
but. it seems that he has under-estimated
the cost of the work. The same thing
happened on the new deviations. Such
incompetency has been shown in the
drawing of these plans and specifications
that when a contractor sends in a bill for
extras to the amount of £30,000 or
£40,000 thebill is paid, so that the public
will not see what mistakes have been
made.

Hor. C. A. PiessE: You will not vote
tnoney for surveys.

Hon. F. T. CROWDER : What has that
to do with the drawing up of specifica-
tions i

Hox. D. K. Covepon: The engineers
cannot get the information without the
surveys.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: The specifica-
tions for the Bridgetown railway were
made out before tenders were called for.
But now we have to pay £35,000 through
faulty specifications and plans, and that
is not all we are going to pay. We are
asked, in spite of the amendment to the
Governor's Speech which we passed in
this House, to vote a sum of money for
the survey of a line from Menzies to Mount
Leonora, and from Coolgardie to Norse-
man. Surely hon. gentlemen must ad-
mit that it is practically impossible for
the Government to borrow more money
for three or four years to come. We
have two millions to borrow, a million and
a half for the amount of our honds, and
it must be three or four years before the
Government can face the money market
in England, and I do not think the Gov-
ernment will be able to face it then, if the
Government are going to carry out that
wurdercus scheme, the Coolgardie water
scheme.

Hox. D. K. Coxepox:
tion.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER : The financial
papers are pointing out that the Govern-
ment are making a mictake.

That is a ques-
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Hox. C. A. Pimsse:
Morrning Hérald. ]

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: I mean the
financial papera. I suppose they are just
ns good as the Morning Herald.

How. C. A. Piesse: Yes; just about as
good.

Hox. F. T. CROWDER: The départ-
ment that is presided over by the brother
of the hon metnber who is interrupting
we is making great mistakes at the pre-
sent time, and it will be three or four
years before we can approach the money
market in England; and if it will take
three or four years before we can borrow
any more money, what is the use of
spending £10,000 in making surveys for
two lines, when the money to conatruct
these two lines cannot be borrowed for
three or four years? These amounts have
been put in the Bill to flout the message
which we sent to His Excellency the
Governor, and to show the power the
Government have over the Legislative
Couneil ; that is my opinion, and aothing
will make me alter it. I am sorry the
Bill has to be passed. The House is
placed in an awkward position, and can
do nothing but pass the second reading.
But I trust when the Bill is in Committee,
members will think of their dignity, and
the dignified position of the House, be-
fore they will pass the two surveys. The
House hnas nlready said that it will not
puss these two surveys, but some hon.
members will go back on their votes, and
I understand the reason why—because
£200,000 is going to be spent in their con-
stituencies. I am sorry Mr. Matheson is
not in his seat because I should like to
express my deep regret at the personal
attack which he made on Mr. Parsons this
evening. To my mind it is most con-
temptible conduct, and during the four
years I have been here I have never be-
fore seen the privileges of this House so
abused, and I #rust it will be the
last time it will happen while I sit in the
House.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

ADJOURNMENT.
The House adjourned at 9.30 p.m. until
the next day.

You mean the |
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Legislative Assembly,
Tuesday, 20th September, 1898.

Papers presented—Question: Timber Cut on
Alluvial Claimg — Question: Franking
Letters and Telegrams for Members—
Goldfields Water Supply Construction
Bill, first reading—Motion for Papers:
Official Receiver in Bankruptcy—Gold
Mines Bill, Discharge of Order—Public
Education  Bill, Legislative Council's
Amendments, in Committee, Division —
Workmen's Wages Bill, second reading,
debate concluded ; in Committee, clanses
1 to 9, Divisions (2), progress reported—
Imported Labour Registry Act Amend-
ment Bill, first reading—Immigration Re-
striction Ac¢t Amendment Bill, first read-
ing — Jury Bill, Legislative Council's
Amendments, in Committee — Adjourn-
ment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at 4.30
o'clock, p.m.

PRATERS.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier :Coolgardie Water
Scheme, Plan showing catchment aren
of Helena dam. Alsd (at a later stage,
upon motion made), Official Receiver in
Bankruptey, Correspondence.

Ordered to lie on the table,

QUESTION : TIMBER CUT ON ALLUVIAL
CLAIMS.

Mr. VOSPER asked the Minister of
Mines—I1, Whether it was true that the
alluvial digrers in the vicinity of Broad
Arrow had been ordered by the police to
refrain from cufting timber upon their
claims. 2, If so, why so. 3, If so, by
what and whose authority the police had
¥> acted, seeing that the Goldfields Act
expressly sanctioned the cutting of such
timber.

Tre MINISTER OF MINES (Hon. H.
B. LEFROY) replied—I, The alluvial
diggers in the vicinity of Broad Arrow
have been ordered by the police to refrain -
from cutting timber on their claims.
2, Because such claims are in a forest
reserve. 3, The Warden: Clause 16 of
Goldfields Act excepts such forest reserve
from privileges conferred on holder of
miner’s right to cut timber. Steps have



